Big Sky Biggie Air Quality Policy - Aug 4, 2026

The health and safety of participants, volunteers, spectators, and staff is the
highest priority of the Big Sky Biggie. While mountain biking is an endurance sport
where participants voluntarily accept many inherent risks, wildfire smoke and
poor air quality present health risks that may require modifications to the event.

This policy establishes objective criteria for evaluating air quality and outlines how
decisions will be made before and during race weekend.

Official Air Quality Source

The Big Sky Biggie will use the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Air
Quality Index (AQl) as the official measurement of air quality.

Primary data sources include:

e AirNow.gov
® Montana Department of Environmental Quality (if available)
® Local air quality monitoring stations serving Big Sky and surrounding areas

The Race Director may also consider visual smoke conditions, local emergency
management guidance, fire activity, weather forecasts, and recommendations
from medical personnel.

Air Quality Decision Matrix

AQl 0-100 (Good / Moderate)

® Race proceeds as scheduled.
® No restrictions.

AQl 101-150 (Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups)

e Race will generally proceed.



e Participants with asthma, cardiovascular disease, respiratory illness, or
other health concerns are strongly encouraged to consult their physician
before participating.

e Additional hydration, medical monitoring, and participant communications
may be implemented.

AQl 151-200 (Unhealthy)

The Race Director will evaluate current and forecast conditions and may
implement one or more of the following:

Delay the race start.

Shorten one or more race distances.
Modify the course.

Neutralize portions of the course.
Cancel specific distances.

Cancel the event entirely if conditions are expected to worsen or remain
unsafe.

AQl Above 200 (Very Unhealthy / Hazardous)
The Big Sky Biggie will not conduct competitive racing under these conditions.

The event may be delayed, significantly modified, or canceled.

Decision Timing
Air gquality will be monitored throughout race week and continuously on race day.
Whenever practical, major event decisions will be communicated:

® 24 hours prior to race start
® The evening before the event
® Race morning prior to participant staging



However, changing wildfire conditions may require last-minute decisions in the
interest of participant safety.

Participant Responsibility

Mountain biking is a strenuous endurance activity. Each participant is ultimately
responsible for determining whether they are medically able to participate based
on current air quality and their individual health.

Participants who choose to start the event acknowledge that they understand the
current environmental conditions and accept the associated risks.

Final Authority

All decisions regarding race modifications, delays, or cancellation due to air quality
are made solely at the discretion of the Race Director.

These decisions will consider available scientific data, local conditions, participant
safety, emergency response capabilities, and operational logistics.

All decisions of the Race Director & Safety Director are final.

Refund Policy

Because significant event expenses are incurred well before race day, the Big Sky
Biggie does not offer refunds due to wildfire smoke, poor air quality, or event
modifications resulting from environmental conditions.

The Race Director may, at their sole discretion, offer alternative courses,
shortened events, postponement, or other accommodations when feasible, but
these cannot be guaranteed.
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